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Claims: 



j/ Viral interieukin-6 (v-IL-6), which can be obtained by recombinant 
^ DNAofttH^.^Urnari r?Cjrp«-S O^u^S X ' 

/A polypeptide, which can be obtained i^ecombinant expression 

■ igpravod i 



qq / HHV-8, and which comprises the amino aci 
A polypeptide having the ami 



s ess ion of the DNA of 
toispfayod -w-fig. 2. 



sequence^ d i sp l ayod ira -fig, 2. 



/a fragment 

comprising the ami 



l ^&Iia^»^ c ^JS , ^ ^.S!r din9 to a 5f Receptor and 
lino acid sequence^GFNEtsCLkKLadGFFEFE. 




[m 4/ ^ c ^ssentially eempfiess. the amino acid 



sequence^ 

A fragment as claimed in claim 4 ^erS, which binds to a human IL-6 receptor 

Mutants and varian ts of v-IL-6 as claimed in claim 1, ei -ef-th3n^peptid^^ 
claimed in Udiui 2r which mutJaj^nd variants are obtained by conventional 
amino acid substitutions or dfc&pns, with the proviso that these mutants and 
variants are functionally eq>rtva-t€nt to v-IL-6. 

fragments of the v-IL-6 as claimed in ^aim 1, -&f^H^ olyp e ptid e»g s j ^ ii e iir 
flaim 2 or 3, -characterized in that 4fey. able to competiy^Iy4n^^ 
'activity of IL-6 in a suitable assay system. 

n isolated nucleic aci^eoalng for vHU6 as claimed in claim 1 . 

Oio, An isolaj^fuldeic acid coding for the polypeptide as claimed in claim 2. 
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AJWJPsn isolated nucleic acid havjpg'The nucleotide sequence^ispJayed-te fig. 2. 



12. An isolated nucleic acicL ^^Rdizing unel^pstringent conditions to the nucleic acid 
as claimed in one-or 1 1 roi tiSsf UvffiilM&te-**, encoding functional v-IL-6. 

A (jOhfcVi bind 

13. Monoclonal or polyclonal antibodies dirootod againct v-IL-6 as claimed in claim V, 

j qv tho polyp eptide as ciatme^ y claim 2 . and/or 3. 

14. Testkit for the detecticXof v-ip6/n a sample, comprising^ an antibody as claimed 
in claim w ' 



i£l 15. Testkit for the detection of at^ibodies against v-IL-6, comprising v-IL-6 as 
claimed in claim 1 and/or the polypeptide as claimed in claim 2 or 3 or both, 
claims 2 and 3, and/or mutants and variants of v-IL-6 as claimed in claim 7, 
and/or fragments of v-IL-6 as claimed in ciaih%4-6 or 8. 

16. Testkit for the ^^^^ ? of f^ L-6 DNA or RNA . comprising a nucleic^ aek* a 
flaimeHin ^BQ^oEi worc of the ilctims 9 ' lu | g . 



17. A mecficahs^nt comprising as an active ingredient the^ 
clairr/13. 



tff5ody as claimed in 



4 



0 



18. A/medicament comprising ,as an apfcive ingredient v-IL-6 as claimed in claim 1 
ind/or the polypeptide as cjajfr^ciin claim 2 or 3, and/or mutants and variants of 
'v-IL-6 as claimed in cl^irrw, anavc^fragments of v-IL-6 as claimed in claim 4-6 
or 8. 

r 19. A medip^ment comprising as an active ingredfeqt the nucleic acid as claimed in 
in one or more of claims 9 to 1 2. 



20. A cell culture growth medium, o 
as claimed in claim 1„ - or th 
-aech- vaftaFrts-as~~c1arme4-4ft 
■JFiivti irofL nf thonr^ii ihritnnc^k 



uprising ao on ad dttitma Hnct i vo ingredient -v-IL-6 
- oo o l aimcd ^m cl a im 2 or -3 , or mu t ants 
V-ef-fFagmentr-as c l a i m o d in c l a i m 0, or * 



WO 98/03657 




PCT/EP96/03199 



-10- 



21. A process of manufacturing v-IL-6 as claimed in claim 1, or the polypeptide 
claimecV in claim 2 or 3, or mutants and variants as claimed in claim 7, 
fragments, as claimed in claim 4-6 or 8. 



22. A process ofsrnanufacturing a medicament, wherein v-IL-6 as claimed in claim 1, 
or the polypeptide as claimed in claim 2 or 3, or mutants and variants as claimed 
in claim 7, or fragments as claimed in claim 8 are combined with suitable 
excipients and/onpther auxilltary compounds. 



23. A process of manufacturing a medicament comprising as an active ingredient 
monoclonal or polyclonal antibodies directed against v-IL-6, or a polypeptide 
comprising v-IL-6, or rVitants, variants or fragments of v-IL-6, or a nucleic acid 
encoding v-IL-6 for this treatment of kaposi sarcoma, Castleman's disease, 
multiple myeloma, ce " carcinoma, mesangial proliferative 

glomerulonephritis or B c/ntymphoma. 



4« 



3=J 



24 An process of diagnosing an FLHV-8 infection comprising the in vitro detection of 
v-IL-6 antigen, v-IL-6 DNA, v-ILJB RNA or antibodies against v-IL-6. 

25. A process of diagnosing the hW-8 associated disorders kaposi sarcoma, 
Castleman's disease or body canity based lymphomas (BCBL) through the 
diagnosis of an HHV-8 infection ascfeimed in claim 24. 

26. A process of growing cells in culture, characterized in that v-IL-6 as claimed in 
claim 1, or the polypeptide as claimed in idaim 2 or 3, or mutants and variants as 
claimed in claim 7, or fragments as claimed in claim 4-6 or 8, or mixtures of these 
compounds are contained in the growth medium. 



27. The process as claimed in claim 26, wherein the cells are B-lymphocytes, 
hybridomas, hemopoetic cells or endothelial ceil 




